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MIK A'<>T THESE CITIES COM PIC-
TEXT f

Ilere aro two groups of cities. In
are Portsmouth, Newport News,

'jVilliamsburg. Suffolk. Petersburg.
Alexandria, Fred e rick sbu rg, Danville,
Roanoko, l^ynchburg. Bristol. Winches¬
ter. Staunton and Charlottesville. In
Hi? other are Richmond and Norfolk.
What is the difference between the

two groups? Art: Richmond and Nor¬
folk merely lamer than the other*'.'
Arc they by that fact more corrupt,
more dishonest, less able to govern
thorns- Ives?
The answer of certain Senators to

this question is contained in Hie pro¬
visions of Senate bills 102 and 201. Tho
cities of the first group are deemed
competent to choose their own form of
Knvcrmnent. while the voters of Rich¬
mond and Norfolk are not.
The history of this discrimination

ngalnst the two laruest cities of tho
Commonwealth is one of the most re¬

markable legislative incidents with
which we are familiar. Under the di¬
rection of a committee of the Rcaguo
of Virginia Municipalities, a bill was

recently drawn (riving- every city of
the Commonwealth the right to choose,
by popular vote, between the commis¬
sion form of government and the city
manager plan. For reasons that are

not plain, the. city of Richmond was

excepted from the operation of the
general law presented to the Senate,
and was made the subject of a special
law. prescribing how the government
of cities with a population of 1 no.000
might be changed. Since that time a

Senator has moved and carried an

amendment to the bills by which the
general law was made applicable only
lo cities of less than fia.000 population,
r.nd the other bill (102) was changed to
Include cities of 05.000 and over. Nor¬
folk, obviously, was intended to be cov¬

ered by this amendment.
The result Is not complimentary to

tho Intelligence of Richmond and Nor¬
folk. If Senate bill '.'01 passes, then 15
per cent of the voters of any Virginia
cities except Richmond and Norfolk
can petition for an election at which,
by a majority vote, the voters can de¬
termine 'vhethcr they will substitute
tor a bicameral Council either the city
manager plan or commission govern*
ment. There Is no compulsion upon
anv city; to all with 1 o -s than <55.000
population Is given the privilege of
msklr.g a desired change. Rut that
which the other cities of the Common¬
wealth can do. Norfolk and Richmond
are denied. Instead, tho Council of
olthei may "propose a form of city
government to supersede and take tho
»)lace of the charter of the city
and shall provide for Uu submitting
of sti h form to ili< qualified voters of
such city" for their approval, after
which "the Council of the city shall re¬

quest the ' icnera 1 Assembly" to ap¬
prove the plan. . The City Council has
the privilege ,de»''linIri(.r to recom¬
mend to voters any proposed change iq
tiie form of government*, even where' a

Council in found that will legislate
itself out of oflice, the General Assem¬
bly must pass on the changes. This is
but little better than the present meth¬
od of procuring charter changes.little
bettor than nothing at all At best. It
is; cumbersome, tortuous and Immeas¬
urably more complex than the simple
plan proposed for the smaller cities..
Why should Richmond and Norfolk

be discriminated against?
Why a r> tie-;' deemed less worthy of

. oh thr-'r form of government!
hnn are the voters of other cities?
Wl; s-'i-iuld i:ot « ( 1 :; v'¦ the privilege

<-:iJoyed By other eitie- '

Wl-at cscii 'c can be offered for facili-
1 t :!).. reform of irovi-rnment in
mall -;it:« while not Improving that

of Richmond and Norfolk i11 tho spirit
«.; tlie re t .it constitutional amend-
in e nt V

Will those *.vh- advocate Senate im!1
lt»2 :»! swer tie se qu>-.«l ions'.'

HcCMTti: m> i.i\p\<; moor.
Much' is being made f the recent

^tiiteinont of Commissioner of Immigra¬
tion Camlnttli, that the mother >f

S. MeClur* sti ff her el: :bir< Ii would
net have hoi, admitted t«, t)<Is country
".it it r th' pr- sent immigiation law-.
The commissioner ha.- taken tiio case

r tin M Clure family, win came to
¦; L'nilod Stale- Horn I i . I. t!. more

than half a century ag" ..i,<l h. told
..t some length what would it- t
lo-tiay. Th< tnoial that th< present
immigration laws i« >!-.«. tiiar no
;nv. Commissioner tinlnetti's storv
tir.es no! { rove it Along with S > .'»!¦
Clure came hundreds <>t othen who »IH
not herome "the greate-s' editors of is,.-
.ig< " A ion i- with him t int: 'nindii s

who found asylums in Jail- i" orhoiisi. .-i

and lunatic asylum: V at the ir eie e

of Imm) e i ation laws lo. s Mi Clur-
in does not ar^ue that no law is better-
than .the present laws. ! . anse th«-y
.would <keep hbr. out.
The present ::rirelgratlot, laws if en-

forced, would have barred th« Mtt.'lui :'
family because t was likely to become
.* public chargi In nlnct -nin" ca

out of 100 It v oubi. It if absurd to

argue that fj^l 100 should he ad¬
mitted because the. Immigration inspec¬
tor* are not seers of the future, and
ar« unable to separate tho one shot^j
from ninety-nine goats

Rertll'on never showed us how to
find a bill lost In committee.

Wlir.w i;o\r;itK«s r.M.I.S IT A JOU.
With th.-it Hrni modesty whlcli chiir-

notorizes all his lit.torn noes, tho Presl -

drnl Intimated to tbe newspaper men
at Iliclr iivctlng Monday that he r x-

pected Congress u adjourn about tho
middle of Jure. All of which means
that on or about Juno 15. the repre¬
sentatives of the people will hurry
hack home and bop In mending their
fences.

In making this r.tateuient.-wo might
almost say. in lotting out this secret
the President expressed the belief tjiat
hy tin- time II adjourned, C^nfrress would
have completed the task it had fixed
for itself, and would have passed the
antitrust hills. And this means that
about the date set. "Woo,'row Wilson-
will he written across five very com-
preIn nslv» ami Important ne.v law?

I' is understood that th" President
wishes Cone res? to adjourn "aril -r than
usual for three reasons, namely (1) that
the people may have opportunity of
passing judgment on the fintsheJ work
of til" ConK-ross. (?) that the momb«rs
n.iy have relief before their campaigns
for re-elcctlon and (3> that the conn-
try may have rest from new legisla¬
tion. ,

As for the first named two reasons,
the Oemtocrnts need fear nothing Those
members who have done tlmlr duty
can rest assured that when the pay-
ch-cks for ihe next Congress bes»ln
to c.reulnto, they will still be privi¬
leged to sicti vouchors W Mi tnc re¬
cord ii has achieved and wl'h unbound¬
ed public confldr nee in ihe wonderful
man "/ho heads the party, the Demo¬
crats In Congress have the host pros-
poet In theli history of continuance In
power.
The wisdom of an early adjournment

In order that business may have abso-
into rest from that uneasiness begotten
of expected or threatened legislation Is
also nhove question. Many m.od men
have thought that the time for this
lot-up came when the Federal reserve
net was made law; all will welcome a
reason when there will be no rumors
from "Washington of new bills to be
1 ii 1 reduce d.
But we have boon of tho^e who be¬

lieve that while adjournment should
come after the antitrust bills have
been passed. Congress has not erred in
resolutely pursuing io Its logical end
the program it laid out for itself. And
of this we are positive for two reasons,
frst, 1 ecaus" business ban Ion- since
fullv anticipated ami met Ml the legis¬
lation this ("Tori Kress will enact, and
second, because the Democratic party
has boon able by prompt and united ac¬
tion to make an unprecedented record
and to retain full public confidence
The coin pie to adjustment of legitl-

mate business to the new situation
was shown when th- President wrote,'
his stirring message regarding the con-
trol of Industrial corporations. Long
before he spoke out, business was con-
vlnced that In his suggestions to Con-
gross there would be nothing radical,
nothing dangerous, nothing that was
n.-it needed. As a consequence, the oftl.
clal declaration of tho most progres-
rive policy I Ills country has ever pur¬
sued in dealing with business was met,
not with a panic or business upheaval,
but with positive relief and a genera'
"boom." Surely with this remarkable
chapter in our industrial history still
Tosh, there can be no danger In tnak- !
tng the promises of the party the. law
of the land.

It must lie remembered, also, th.it
this Congress, with splendid leadership,
ha? lost neither lime nor frauds In
redeeming Its pledges. Contrast it-
action on the currency question with
tint of the Republicans. For ten years
the G. O p. promised a complete re¬
formation of our banking laws. W«
.vere assured Immediate relief during'
'Very campaign and wen given by
very national convention the solemn
promise that the itcpul Means would
adjust the Cha.so national bank law
to mod. rn economic conditions. Tho
net result of ten years' dodging was
Oe report of the Monetary Commission
and the Aldrlch plan, disown .1 by tho
Party that framed It The Democrats, j
<-n the Other hand, promised tlie people
In tho national platform of 1912 that
they would a;1vo the country a new cur-
rei.ey law. Within thirteen months af-
to) Q. Democratic Congress had been
elected, the law was on the books i
And during tills time the discount

rate was not raised even a fraction of
1 per cent, and no Important banks
were closed Within a Week after the |
new system was authoj Ized, the great-
OM financial Institutions t(,e coun¬
try rushed to join the reserve associ¬
ation Could the J 'resident and the

v h v" "n ." disti ustful of tiin
nation as to hesitate, In the fnco of
this indorsement, t, redeem all their
party pledgei'.'

Tile tru.T t bill i will be passed Ad
journment can then by bad. not |. i
Miame oi fear, i.ut wi»l, the assurance
«hat the country will lemon,be, and
reward this as iiv .iost constructive
Congress of the irem-ratlon.

Where is my primary bill? asks Ken
uto, Oravatt. Who,, j, my
bill; asks .Seiiat,,' Dr. wry. Where t>
m\ initiative ami I' lereiidum i.lll . ask.-
Delegate White .Some people are so
unreasonable.

f;y abolishing the ..fiiee of oommLs.
si""or ¦>! as.liia,^, ih< Hon-,

t-- turned lour or live candidate.- f.1(.
ti e job into aviators.

h( . It v should um th.- slush <.{( 1 r-
.wn streets before rnakiiu; citizens

' t tin mow on" thuii 'idewnlks.

Don't make fun of the old bachelors!
who think they know something about!
women. Maybe tl,« y do. a,id that's I
wl.\ the-. ;ir^ nI,| bachelors.

it of th. winlei has been :-j> warm
I bat wo ban no lea, and the other part '
1 I.. en tot. cold to.cut lee. ,\- , .n-

¦queue, tin- price will be hi. |, next
'¦'""tni.T Vou knew that already;
the:, is no l,arm In knowing the i;,n
reason also.

It has been made a crime to Imper¬
sonate a Congressman. This -merely
b;. way of calling attention to the fact
that we li.-.vc hot yet perpetrated a {
witty paragraph on this subject.

s-rrin i.\(j tii 10 pr.K»iiH-.Mi\mn>.
Tlitif will be gcnvrul regret tlutl the

Assembly fools Itself unable to malic
liberal appropriation at this time for
tin; caro of the feeble-minded. Hut
thero can'be no denying tlx; fact that
members are acting wisely in autlioriz-
ing a thorough study of the entire sub-
jo« t before the Commonwealth adopts
a llxed policy. This state of mind, wo

Italic It. is the explanation for House bill
No. 24»">, which proposes an appropria¬
tion of 53."00 the year for an Investiga¬
tion i f tbc question by the State Board
.of Charities.

i'ublle sentiment demands State aid
'in the care o>' our feeble-inImled. The
ba'ld, 1 i11« r facts, familiar to thousands
».! Interested voters, are all compelling:
with li.COO feeble-minded in Virginia,
mental degeneracy is spreading like a

plague. Women who are unable to
protect themselves are the mothers of
children whose tainted blood shows in
the blank fac:e:«. Little by little the
poison of this curse Is spreading
through the veins pf the nice.

Something must be done and that
quickly. Otherwise the virility of Vir¬
ginians and the Infusion of new blood
Into ancient, 'sturdy stock cannot over¬
come this destructive, degenerate influ¬
ence. But what can we do and how-
shall wo proceed? Wisely and rightly
the last General Assembly made pro¬
vision for the care of a few of the
worst cases nt the Kpileptlc Colony.
With equal wisdom, we trust, the repre¬
sentatives of the people now In session
will continue and enlarge this colony.
Hut before Virginia Inaugurates that
settled program which existing need
makes imperative, she must know the
precise extent of the problem she seeks
to solve, the best methods <>f custodial

| care and the most economical method
j of making these unfortunates self-sus¬
taining. For this study, there Is no%ie
mure competent than Dr. J T. Mastln,
of the State Board of Charities, a man
of broad knowledge and wide cxpe-
ricnce. With $3,000 at his disposal, anil
with the privilege of enlisting expert

I assistance. Dr. Mastln will present <o
the Assembly of IMG u report that
will amaze Virginians.
SAVR Tin: IIO.IIU AMI KKKI» IT!
In recommending the appropriation

of $12,000 the year for the Virginia
Home and Industrial School for Girls,
the Senate Finance Committee merely
expresses the conviction of the State
that this Institution must continue.
Whether under the present board ov
under 'lie State, whether near Bon Air
or on a new site, the work must no on.
The Times-Dispatch, from the begin¬

ning of the unpleasant controversy re¬
garding the home, has felt that tne
agitation merely showed the necessity
for such a school. Klots, rebellion,
coercion, difllcult management.all
these things demonstrated more

forcibly than could words the respon¬
sibility of the State to save these girls
from the streets. The Senate, In taking
the same view, shows Its appreciation
of the situation and its fine good sense
in not permitting a local view to domi¬
nate.

The board of trustees of the horn?,
composed of some of Virginia's best
men, urge that the home be taken over
and administered by Hie State. Natur-
silly they do not wish to be dragooned
into compliance with unjust laws, nor
are they willing to surrender their
trust with no assurance that it will
be continued by the Commonwealth
lint thej feel that the time has come
for Virginia directly to assume control)
of its delinquent daughters, and to
operate as a State institution the home
which private contributions has
equipped. For this reason, the board
of trustees has opposed ttic Baker bill
and has Indorsed the measure Intro-'
dueed b \ Dele'.rate Gunn, of Henrico.
The State should take the home and

make appropriation for its continuance
'Ibis done, there will be abundant time
and opportunity to dec where tiro
home shall be located. We have ex¬

pressed the opinion chat a chance of
site Is desirable, and wo believe that
the board to which the home will be
Intrusted, If the State takes It over,
will be of the same mind. This how-
over, Is by the way. The all-Import-
ant point is that Virginia cannot af-jford to neglect these clils or to leave
them to the charity of Individuals. 1

j I he Rappahannock
| Rhapsodist

The Hud-Hole III (lie llontl,
A mud-hole in our road 1 know
And every year I've watched it grow.
It used to l>< a small affair,
That we, by exercising care.
Could. with but little: trouble, pass
That wan before 'twas "woiked." alas!
They i ui ;-ome pieces of pine hough
And threw them headlong in the slough.
<»n this they idled a lot of clay
And well contented, went away.
The clay quite quickly turned to mud.
Tin' naked pine sticks soon, up-stood,
in sharp and threatening array,
MUr some obi fossil vertebrae.
They plowed and dug about it.-, marge,
Wh.ch did its compass much enlarge
Thus "worked" the mud-hole grow so

wide
We could not pass on either side.
ltiit like ouv old friend, Dr Foster,
We readied our middle when we cross¬

ed her.
Now a* this inud-hole larger grew
Twas quite a source of revenue
To those who had, with proper kill,
So nursed and tended It until
it needed patching every day.
If travel still would go that way
Moral: If you will but bestow
The propel work, you can, 1 know.
Make e'en n mud-hole thrive and crow.

THOMAS LOMA X 111."NT KM.

smA Amweirs
President \\ IKon.
Was HresUient Woodrow Wilson bornin Staunton. Va., or in North Carolina?

I'. T. MUKU.O
In Staunton, V,;..,

l.lneoln'M 11'rtlnlay.
Is l.incoln't; birthday n national holi¬day? s-; T. HATCH
X>>. It is a legal holiday in ^orne

i f tin Slates.

Fluvnnnn Itclcniile,
l'l> nse tell me the name of the Dele-gale trom Fluvanna and Goach'ahdCounties In thu session of the I.egislalure. . B, B.T. C. Ilughcs.

WHAT WAS NEWS
FIFTY YEARS AGO

ft rprlu trtl Iron 1'iill 3fen«rnp»r.

A Hail lllll.
The bill to change kliu conscript aye.

maKiiiij ii itt'Vi'HUvii to litiy, will couie
111. in i!i«; Cuiil'vucrulu Scmite ai an
eUll;. Utile. I l let l«l l>0 11OpCM lltu Sen¬
ate will COIII' II I ill llic 11IIIV: llUlllU Ill of
tho House, wheiuny ill* aye is eoiinned
to Hie pi est ill I.unit;. -\n.. ullii-r liiwid-
ure ini^lit i" In; « utitl'iii "ivn n>"i lor
lilt.tig up Confide.ale hospiuilt^ ami
cxiei initialing olu nun aim ooyu." I lie
o. g.iu.i.aiu.il ot this iio.i« rlplioii 01
font* should !»<¦ lcii to the Miiii i which
iiii-mh an *>rguiir/.alton ol iiouic gua>us
i<> pioK'Ct ill.- iviiiiuy from rains ami
.soi V lie illSLUI iKllirl'f.

'(lie I'ui'l.i-l'inli In 1»».
Majdr-i iOni-1 al .~>aiu Jones telegraphsthe li'iir ipai tnioiit from Duolm, vii.,

as follows: "The lorty-litih Vugin.iiliifantiy. one ol tin last uhIiikhis m
tin- service, lias unanimously ie-t mist¬
ed for the war. No uuiuceitu nt o>hor
than the in d for this service was held
. .ill to iiHiilce tin in to re-« ill.St."

Sending 1 lioin till.
Four huiuli ed laiikeo prisoners (pri-i vales) ale to be scut from tins city toi Henderson. <!a.. this morning. It is!ih* Intention of Major Turner to con¬

tinue to semi that number off every
mot ning until the whole batch of pri¬
vates now c«»niiiieil m this city and
Danville are gotten i ill of-

The I'lisl Wrglnln.
The old I'll St Vi i gin la Infantry, from

this cltv, now at Goldsboio, N. C., has' i c-enlislctl for the war. A member,
wiio wi ites us this fact, says it would
be verv welcome news to the regitiie.nl
II Its tli'.mu d : auks were tilled up by
some of tin' 11e\\ 1» vies. I lie regiment
Is in Ivtinpci's Iii igad e.

,\ Dismal Failure.
From New York papeis of rocent date

ill is learned that the late movement
!on Itlclinmnd is acknowledged to have
!». en a dismal failure, and Itcast Butler
is in worse hum"! than when he con¬
fronted Magruder at Bethel. A tele¬
gram from Washington says rumors
prvall of the ait est <>f prominent otll-
cei^ who had ihe late raiil on Itich-
tnotid in eharge.

Ituiler Is Very Mud.
As evidence that Beast Butlor Is very

sore over the failure of his well-laid
plan to capture Richmond by means of
a raid up the I'cniu.sula. the followingdispatch to the New York llctald is|given:
"Kortresp Monroe, February 10, 1RG4.Tlic following special order is publlsh-ed by order of the commanding geii-j e ra 1:
"W. VV. Shore, lielng by his own con-fcSsion the correspondent of the NewYork Daily World and Daily Times,the articles and letters in which papera

oil tiic recent campaign against lllcli-! mon(1 are copied with approbation Intoi many rebel papers, to the injury of theL'nited States government and tlia
cause of the country. Is ordered to leave
this department forthwith, and not to
return under pain of being put toj hard, but honest labor.
"By order of Major-Guneral B F.Butler.
"it. S. Davis, Major and A. A. CJ

The* Are ("oitiiiiff In.
A dispatch from New Market. Tenn..

says: 'Humphrey's Mississippi Brigade,Mcl.aw's Division re-enlisted to-dayfor fortv vears. or until the war ends,j The Ninth ircui !<. giment, Ander¬
son's' Division, h:tK also ro-enllsted.
Other brigades and regiments are fol¬lowing their example." ,r'rorii MIinInkIimiIi
Meridian was evacuated by the Con-

federates yestetday. All the govern-
incnt propel tv and stores were saved.
General Forrest, at Oxford, is con¬

fronting a column of infantry (5,000strong, sent out from Memphis via
Hernando, and twelve regiments of
cavalry that came from Sherman's
army.

| Voiles ci fclhi® People
( out in I** in it (¦uvcriuiifut lllll.

To the liditor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.-I wish to call attention, through

the columns of your paper, to an Im¬
portant tie iwure no \ pending «n the
Oejieial Assembly, which should com¬
mand the support of business men in
every city and town in Virginia. 1 re¬
fer to the measure popularly known as
Hie "commission form of government]bill." the purpose ol which is to pro-
vide a method whereby every city and
town in Virginia can, if the peopb
so desire, adopt a modern form of gov¬
ernment in place of the antiquated and
Inellicient plan under which tlsey aro
at present governed.

'1 his bill has been Introduced in theSenate by Senators I'oatlierslon and
Drewry. and iti Die House by DelegatesWhite. Heed ^nd Willis. It has been
reported favorably by the Senate Com¬
mittee on Counties, Cities and Towns,and is now on the Senate calendar.
B> this titin it may have been like¬

wise favorably reported by the House
committee, but as to this I am not at
present Informed. Headers of The
Times-Dispatch will recall that an
amendment of s» ctlon 117 of the Con¬
stitution of Virginia, giving the Oen-
ersll Assembly power to prescribe dif-
ferent forms of government for cltic-
and towns than that now in existence
was adopted by un overwhelming vote,and it now only remains for the Gen-
erai Assembly to carry out tJie wishes
of the people by the passage ol' a suit-
able act.
The bill now pending in both houses

was carefully drawn by a committee
of the Virginia League of Municlpali-ties, of which the writei was a mem-
ber, and of which Hon. W It L. Talla- |fet re, city attorney of Hampton, waschairman.
The work of this committee was In-

doryed by the league, and the bill in-
t i nduced at the request of the league.It is not my purpose to attempt to
give an analysis of thlk, mil, as its gen-eta! purpose lias been set out alreadyin the press. Sufficient to say that it
fis a purely local option measure, and
gives lo each city the right to adopt,by a vote of Its citizens, one of three
modern plans of city government, fullyset out and described in the bill. In
the opinion of the wYitcr of this arti-
ele, the enactment of Cits bill into law
will result in tremendous benefits to
the citlo- of Virginia, and will mark
un epoch in their history. It will giv<
them the power to rid themselves of
the prest nt unsatisfactory, expensive
and cumbersome form of go\eminent,

Alb© Maffftm

Ther *oems t' be ever'thirig in th*
tapgo hut th' too bolt. Homo folkn
oeem t' read over'thlrtg hut th' nlgns
<>' th' tlmee.

A bOY IN WINTER TIME.
By John T. McCutcheon.

Ilsoiorrivbi: 1VH: John '1'. McCuiclieon.J

/ft^uTaHV1'
» ttm

which has never proved n real success
in any city. and in place of same to
put Into «¦ tT«*<. t :t plan <. f modem gov¬
ernment which means ctllciency, econ-
oiny ami simplicity.
To those business men In our Virginiacities who recognize the need of a

change from the old system to the
new, the writer appeals in behalf of
this hill. All of those interested In Its
passage should take the matter up at
once with their representative.

C. O'CONOlt OOOLHICK.
Fredericksburg, Va., February 1C

Chlvnlry nnil Other TlilngK.
To (In; (editor of The Tlt/es-Dispatch:Sir,.The gentleman writing In yourcolumns from Cascade attempts to lire
his guns at me and does it He ex -

claims, "Great Scott! Ilave we come to
the point where we are willing to saythat association with the women of
Virginia will lower our standard of
courtesy Kid chivalry toward them?"
I woulrl answer in stenton inn tones,"No!" But that association must be as
of old. It must be the association with
women not as equals and "rivals," but
as superiors spun of finer stuff, and
moving In-an entirely different plane.
a plane which Itself demands chivalryand courtesy, and requires that we be
nev«-r in their presence save with a
f.'.dlng of noblesse oblige and a sen¬
sation as of association with a beingfrom a world higher than this one,whom we must honor, but not approach
on terms of equality.
Any student of psychology or any

man who can observe well enough to
notice a total eclipse of the sun will
tell you that Intimate and daily asso-
elation with women as equals or even
as "friendly rivals" gradually lowers
the pedestal on which you have been
accustomed to put them. 1 have seen
men approach salesladies with bend
covered In Richmond. Yet. it he were
to meet the same lady at a dance, would
he ever, ever stand with covered lid?
Is raising the hat courtesy? Does as-
sociation with women on a plane of
equality or even "friendly rivalry" tend
to cause a neglect of tliln cardinal i
virtue of the knieht? T think so. I
must disagree with Mr. I'orter In this.
There Is a gentleman whom I know-

that will never forget how humiliated
he felt the ilrst time a girl usher show- I
ed liitvi to bis seat in a theatre in Phil-
adelphia lie wanted to do it for her
One theatre in Richmond lias trirl
ushers. Did you know It? That's In
Richmond, Va. They've got their
rights. i

I reckon I'll see the day when wo- j
men vote, sit on juries, maybe with
negroes, as some are eligible to Jurv
service, go to school with men, police
and are butchers, and I've got rnv
doubts about whether I'll give her mv
seat on a street car or not 1 honor
them for what they are: not what r
am. If woi";«n is eoing to be eoual to
man and fulllit the same purposes In.'
life. In the name of Kve the First, what
di<' the good Lord make 'em f'»r?

There are some women in Virginia
thai don't want to go to school with
men. There are some men in Vlr-
gin'a that don't want to go to school
with women N'o woman obtects to going
to school with women; no man ob'ects to
going to school with men. Draw vour
own conclusions and poke your band
out with the thumb tucked In and nut
the Ide- "N. CJ " on that coeducational,
co-ordinate, contra se. eo'e®"" or"i>osl-
t Eon. "AN ALUMNUS."

Surry, Va.

\\ as Lincoln Our Friend t
To the ISditor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir..I have read with Interest your I
answer to "A Confederate Son." re¬
garding Lincoln's friendly feelings for
the South. When I read your tirst edl-
toria*. I thought of asking you the
same questions as "A Confederate Son."
We have your answer now, that there
are "no Important acts of Lincoln upon
wh'ch to base the acc< pted (?) assump¬
tion that he was a friend of the South"
but that confidence In the realization
of his friendliness is to be found in
"the man's life, his character, his well-
known disposition and his many utter¬
ances" In other words, you seem to
assert that more confidence Is to be had
In Lincoln's words than his deeds.
Now. we know what he did. and I

beg to.a'ssert that his acts affor I a
belter mound for prophesvlng than
his words." lind the Intangible things
called bv you "life" and "character" I
have nothing to snv of Mr. Lincoln's
life nnd character, for if Herndon and
l^atnon, his biographers and Intimate
friends, are to be believed, the loss
said the better out of charity. ,Let us notice briefly some of his
words and some or his acts. On Decem¬
ber J, 186^, hp ucnt a inesHs^o to Con-

Kress rccommcndlni; r.n amendment of
the Constitution freeing the slaws and
providing for th< ir compensation, ami
yet only one month later.January
1, ls08.he pronounced the «la\<-» freethroughout the South, and did not men¬
tion compensation. No unite man can
uoubt that he and those associated
with him calculated upon an insur-rectlon of the .slaves which must. of
course, have been attended with tho
most horrible atrocities. Then again,-
though in his second Inaugural ad¬
dress he declared himself "with malic#*
to none and charity to all," he carried
on war through Ills generals, Oranl.
Sherman, Slwridan. Hutier and Hunter,
on lines of destruction and outrage,
to which modern history afTordn no
parallel, except in the ravages of the
Palatinate over J00 yearn ago. Hut
there Is one act which by Itself shows
how unsubstantial are the la'ms >>f
Lincoln's fri< ndllness to the South \V .

know that, in direct contradiction of tho
policy Imputed to him. he peremptorilydismissed the Virginia Legislature after
causing it to be summoned, threaten-
Iiik punishment if any of the members,
exe. pt the resident members, showed
their faces In Kichmond. This was one Jof his last public acts, rind in reversinghimself he yielded, as Is believed, and
jis he had oft< ti 'lone before, to the
superior will of Knwln M Stanton, his
S'cretnrv of War Lincoln was good at
phraseinaUlng, and he had a way of
saying "catchy" things which has
served his admirers to good purposeand his nature. unlil<e that of mnnv
of his associates, was not necessarilyhloodthlrstv. Hut neither was hehumane General [inn IMatt. another
of his Intimate friends, described him
as indifferent to suffering, and. Indeed,onlv n man of a callous dispositioncould have approved what Hunter nnd
Sheridan did In the Valley, and Sher¬
man did In CIcorcrlH.
That he submitted to Stanton is no-torlous, and as Stanton, the Inveterate

enemy of the South, would have con¬tinued In his Cabinet, 1 do not see howthe South coubl have expected anyrealities from his promises. AnywayIt seems to me that to found an appealto Southern gratitude on v hat Lincolnmlfht have done, had he lived. Isreally one of the most far-fetchedthinsrs In the world. No one reallyknows what Lincoln would have done.On one point, at least, we may.agree.His assassination was a most deplor¬able event. It arou«ed the most sav-aire animosities In the North and hasgiven, as vou say, a tlctltlo'is import¬ance to Lincoln's name Worse thanthat, it has falsified history. South-
ern men have been dragooned Intonralsing Lincoln in order to commendthemselves to their Northern friends.or fi-r fear of doing inlury to them-selves. If they did not. It is honed nowthat as liearh' half a eenttirv haspassed sine* Wilkes Ttooth's foolish act.all our Southern writers and sneakers'toav he free to utter th»|r rent senti¬ments. iNTE11ESTED.

I'rrfllitent rikI l-'roe Tolls.To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir,. am sorry to see that tip- Presi¬dent will t. >t send a message to Con--'!ess (ii ihi* Panama Canal tolls Ties-lion Sonic one who \v >uld commandthe attention of the people should pre¬sent the many objections to the exemp¬tion from tolls granted to coastwiseshipping, most of which objections thepeople have not thought of, or surelynot considered.
Public attention hns been directed totli.> objection that the exemption Is aviolation of the Ilay-Pauheofote treaty, '

li'i; ther are a number of other se¬rious objections to it that condemn it
us a measure of domestic policy.If tliot'e is to be ho discriminationagainst any of the users of the canal,
as tho treaty provides, no ships can bocharged more than their share of its
cost and expenses, nnd, therefore, torelieve any users of the canal from
payment of their share of the chargesis equivalent to granting them that
amount out of the national treasury.Our government In assuming the riskand burden of building the cnnal hasdone enough for tho Intercoastal ship¬ping. and should not l>e asked to gofurther and pay this shipping's share
of the tolls.
This exemption is not only a subsidy, jbut an uncalled-for and unjustifiable

subsidy, and It Is because of this fact t
that those seeking this exemption In¬
sist on this subsidy bolng granted In
this Indirect way. Congress could
grant a subsidy directly to this ship¬ping without raising any question or
objection about It being a violation of
the treaty, but If this were proposedIt would be recognized at once that
our foreign shipping, especially needed
steamship lines to South America, have
a much superior claim for government
aid, nnd that our ooastwls" shipping,protected and fostered by olir navl^a-

tion lawn, had no claim at all for (inch
aid. This <:X<111 puon would be a clear
uifccrlmination against oui own citixunx
shipping to ana hum foreign poi t»
through the canal, ti n 1 «_*»a they ar«»
gianteu (jiiual financial aid.

'Ill*- chbt i enauii "i ground given forthe exemption is plausible. but will not
stand consideration. its purpose Is
said to b« i he reduction of shipping;rales, and cspeviall} of the transcon¬tinental railioad rates, through cotn-
potition. Such legislation for hucIi a
purpose means that the national liian-
uty is to t<- man- to li.-ur the buiden
oi reducing freight iat"s by sharingwith :di.pp<rs th> natural and properCost of transportation. .Such a policy
cannot fairly be testrlctcd to one cIiish
of shippeis, and that a relatively smull
t l.iss Other classes of shippers can
rightfully claim the same considera¬
tion. In particular, those shipping -to
«»i fiotn foreign countries and the
(shipper*- In the great Interior of our
country have as good a claim for finan¬
cial aid from the government for the
reducing of freight rates.
Such a method of reducing railroad

rates is also condemnnble. If the trans¬
continental railroad rates are too high
we may rely on the Interstate Com¬
merce Commission to lower them If
these rat»-s are fair and reasonable,and high only because of the high cost
of traffic, it is a great wrong for tho
government to seek to force them down
by financial assistance to their steam¬
ship competitors through relievingtin tie competitors of .. part of the nat¬
ural ami proper c<*st of their transpor¬
tation The transcontinental railroads
can as reasonably ask to be relieved of
taxation that they may trive their ship¬
pers the benefit of the reduced cost of
operation In reduced freight rates.
What is asked of the government is

the same as asking that It build onn
ot more transcontinental railroad linen
and maintain them and safeguard traf¬
fic over them, but make no charge on
nny American company or corporationthat chooses to do a transportation
business over these lines with its own
engines, cars and crews.

It seems unthinkable that Conorressshould persist in offendlr g and alienat¬
ing friendly foreign nations hv ndont-ing a measure that is condernnabl-s
from the standpoint of domestic policy,

l\ A. S.

t Disciple of Mnltliun.
To 11 to Kdltor of The Times-DispatchSir,. It Is extremely doubtful If Vir¬
ginia could support to tne square inilo
us many people as some of the denselypopulated countries of liurope ate now
supporting, and as the years roll byshe will lie less and less able to sup¬port' a dense population unless some¬
thing is done to save her natural re¬
sources, chief of which Is her land,
hands cut all to pieces with gullies amithe soil washed away uro practicallybeyond redemption. With a growingpopulation ami less and less land fir
for cultivation each year, we will som*day be lace to face with a very seriousproposition. Jf our legislators will find
sonic way to stop the burning off of!broom straw and hen nest grass fieldsand skimming the land with little ono-
iiorse plows just deep enough for thofirst hard shower that comes to washit off as deep as plowed, they will con¬fer a benefit upon this and future
generations that will last as long as
time lasts, and a monument should bo
erected in Capitol Square bearing the
name of each, with the Inscription:"These aiu the men that saved thofa-ni lands of Virginia from destruc¬
tion." The work of the national and
State Departments of Agriculture aroall right so far as the intelligent read¬
ing'people are concerned, but you do
not and cannot reach tho Ignorant that
way any more, than you can keep the
ignorant man from beating his initio
unmercifully by talking to him. Tho
only thing that will teach people of
this kind anything is some kind oC
punishment, or at least the fear of pun¬ishment. Tho ignoiant and don't-caro
people arc destroying, one way and
another, the hinds of the Istate faster
than the intelligent and patriotic peo¬ple. with the aid of the Agricultural
Department, enn build them up. With
our growing population and free home¬
steads In the West practically a thlnRof the past. It Is high time wo quittalking about the matter In a general
way and get down to details and In¬
dividual farms. W. C. COUSINS.

Nathalie, Vu.
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